The Influence of Alex Toth on Modern Animation

Deciding on a topic for my term paper was a bit of a dilemma, in that there are many subjects I’m interested in, but I feel have been explored either by myself or by others.  However, I didn’t want to choose an obscure topic that not only would be a burden to research, but might even be a subject not worth exploring.  I eventually came to the decision that my subject should be about an artist that isn’t given the attention they may deserve, and demonstrating their merit through the influence of their work on modern animation.


My first instinct was to the artist that made me want to pursue animation, Bruce Timm.  While I consider his work important, and I’m convinced it will influence at least the next generation of animators, I don’t feel it’s yet had the time to.  From Bruce Timm, however, I was able to trace back Alex Toth, who is not only an accomplished artist, but his mastery of reducing form while maintaining a sense of realism put him in the position of designing most of the superhero cartoons of the sixties and seventies, and who’s work not only influenced much “realistic” styled animation of today, but somehow split off to breed a new generation of comedies on Cartoon Network’s [adult swim] block.


In my paper, I will give a brief biography on Toth’s background and a timeline of his works, and then connect his works to modern cartoons and artists.
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